
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA PRESIDENT: 
 

Dear PTA Friends, 

 

Greetings! 

 

This promises to be a busy week for all of us as we continue preparing for Founder's Day 

celebrations across the district at your school sites.  Many of you are honoring your HSA 

recipients and recognizing Reflections winners.  Please remember to send an invitation to 

Council as well.  We would love to attend your events!  Council Founder's Day is Thursday 

February 16th.  Get your reservations and checks in to Council VP Lourdes Wang. 

 

Speaking of Reflections, this Tuesday Glendale Council PTA will be recognizing Reflections 

"Special Artists" at the GUSD Board of Education Meeting taking place at the District Office in 

the Board Room at 6:30pm.  The student art gallery is currently available for viewing.  Work 

will be displayed in the Board Room and in the lobby area throughout the month of 

February.  Please be sure to stop by and see how spectacular this years entries are! 

 

On Tuesday morning  and Wednesday evening you will have two opportunities to attend 

Council's Workshop on Nominations and Elections.  There is no registration required and the 

event is completely free.  Unit President's this is a great opportunity to send members of your 

board to training at no cost to your unit.  I urge you to take advantage.  Details below. 

 

On Thursday evening there will be a Parent Informational Session on Student Anxiety led by 

Pamela Erdman, MFT, at CV High School.  All parents with children in grades K-12 are 

encouraged to attend.  The session takes place in the MacDonald Auditorium at 6:30pm.  The 

session hopes to address the increasing concern the community has and hopes to offer ways in 

which we can collaborate to create a greater sense of well being and safety for our students.   

 

Glendale Council PTA is hosting a School Board Candidate Forum on March 8, 2017 from 

6:30pm-8:30pm at the GUSD Administrative Offices in the Board Room. Presidents, please 

encourage your membership to come out and hear directly from the school board candidates 

what their hopes and visions are for GUSD.  

 

In your service, I remain. 

 

Neda Farhoumand 

President 

 
GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA 
223 N. Jackson Street 
Glendale, CA 91206 
818-241-3111, ext. 1489, 1494 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL VP MONNA JOHNSON: 
 



 

Dear PTA Presidents: 

 
Just a reminder about this week Council Workshop.  Please see below for 

details and share it with your board and upcoming PTA leaders.   The 
workshop is free and no registration is required.  Just show up.  We hope 

that you take advantage of this learning opportunity.  Should you have any 
questions please let me know.  Here is the info:   

 

Nomination & Election; What does Advocacy mean for PTA? 

Tuesday, Feb 7th, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 8th, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
GUSD Conference Room 103 

 
Monna Johnson 

Glendale Council PTA Leadership VP 
(818) 631-7196 
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 SMARTS,  Parents for the Arts Network is California State PTA's program to encourage arts 
education. 

Please spread the word about the benefits of arts education for all of California's K-12 students. 
 

Para leer este en español, haga clic  aqui. 

Two more free PTA arts convenings scheduled 

http://capta.benchurl.com/c/l?u=6C4325B&e=A9CE51&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1


You asked – we answered! Thanks 
to the popularity of California State 
PTA’s arts-education convenings this 
past fall, we've scheduled  two more 
FREE events:   
 
Inland Empire PTA Arts 
Convening   
Tuesday, February 21   
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Lunch Provided)   
Ethan A. Chase Middle School   
28100 Calm Horizon Dr., Menifee, 
Calif. 92585 

  
  
Bay Area PTA Arts Convening   

Friday, March 10   
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Lunch Provided)   
San Jose Museum of Art   
110 S. Market St., San Jose, Calif. 95110 

  
 
For more information or to register, please 

contact  arts@capta.org. 

 

 

 

  

Arts advocacy in every season 

The  Local Control Funding Formula 
(LCFF) offers historic opportunities 
for school districts to set new, 
locally-driven priorities aimed at 
improving outcomes for students 
who are often underserved in public 
schools. Arts education aligns with 
LCFF goals and contributes to a set 
of unique skills and outcomes that 
are shown to help students succeed 
in school and in life. 
As a critical component of the LCFF, 
every school district must engage 
parents and the community to create 
a Local Control and Accountability 
Plan (LCAP). The LCAP is intended 
to be a comprehensive planning tool 
to help all students succeed. 
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Parents, families and community members can have a voice in the development 
and evaluation of their school districts’ LCAP throughout the year. 
Make your voice heard now -- and in every season of the year -- to make arts 
education a priority in your school and district: Download and share the  Seasons 
of LCAP flier in six languages to engage your school community year 'round! 

  

Arts-education facts help make our case 

For more than a century, PTA has 
advocated for quality arts education for 
every child. Share these facts to help 
make the case for arts education in your 
school and district: 

 Students who participate in arts 
programs are at least three times more 
likely to be recognized for academic 
achievement, elected to class office 
within their schools, participate in a math and science fair, win an award for 
school attendance and win an award for writing an essay or poem. 

 Third-grade art students who participated in the Guggenheim Learning Through 
Art Program performed better in six categories of literacy and critical thinking 
skills including thorough description, hypothesizing and reasoning  than did 
students who were not in the program. 

 Studies show that students of the arts in all disciplines outperformed their non-
arts peerson the SAT in 2007. 

 Numerous studies affirm that students who receive music education in 
school improve their SAT and ACT scores in math, foreign language and 
creative writing. 

 In California, 500,000 fewer school children are taking music education now 
than five years ago. 

Be sure to share your favorite arts-education facts with us so we can share them, 
too! Send them to arts@capta.org to spread the word. 

 

  

Don't forget: State VAPA standards are online 
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Check it out: The California Department of 
Education has Visual and Performing Arts 
(VAPA) standards and information posted 
online. 
The  information represents skills, 
knowledge, and abilities in dance, music, 
theater and the visual arts that all students 
should be able to master from 
prekindergarten to grade 12.   
 
Get to know the  content 
standards,  curriculum frameworks,  instructional materials,  professional-learning 
information and  recommended literature to help your school community. 

 

  

Research and inspiration on arts education 

"It’s not just our imagination: Arts participation 
really does improve lives." 
Createquity -- a research-backed investigation of 
the most important issues in the arts -- is 
compiling  articles and research on the many ways 
arts and their education programs make a 
difference in all our lives. 
Check out this ongoing and growing project 
featuring graphics, research and inspiration for 
your own arts advocacy! 

 

  

Spread the word: Free news and resources in your inbox 

Our  SMARTS Parents for the Arts newsletter is just one of the many ways 
California State PTA helps keep parents, educators and community members 
informed and engaged on issues affecting our children. Learn more about the 
issues that matter most to you by subscribing to our other   free email updates -- 
and spread the word! 

 

 

 

  

 

Vouchers: The Right Choice? 
  Win $1,000 for your PTA 

The next drawing is  

May 10  
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President Trump is rekindling debate about whether school 

vouchers are a good strategy to improve the education of 

low income students. As a candidate, he said that he 

favored creating a $20 billion federal "block grant" to 

support school choice, with part of the money going toward 

"vouchers" that would help low-income families pay tuition 

at private schools, including religious schools.  

California's voters have soundly rejected school voucher 

proposals twice, once in 1993 and again in 2000. With 

billions potentially at stake, now seems a good time to 

review the voucher concept. What are they? Do they work? 

Are there better options? If you have limited time, here's the 

spoiler: Yes, there are better options than vouchers to help 

low income students. Read on for details.  

 

What are school vouchers?  

Vouchers are government-funded coupons good toward 

payment of tuition at a private school, usually including 

religious schools. If you trace the origin of the word “vouch” 

to the 1690s, a voucher was a “receipt for a business 

transaction.”  

What is the history of school vouchers?  

Starting in the 1950s, economist Milton Friedman argued 

that market forces could help create better and more 

efficient schools. Given a choice, he argued, parents would 

enroll their children in the school that best suits them -- 

presumably the best school. As a mechanism for putting 

this competition into practice, he suggested that students 

be provided vouchers toward payment for their education 

at any school, including private schools. The idea found 

Learn More 

 

Did you miss these 

recent posts from 

Ed100? 

Are America's Schools 

World Class? 

Bullying and Special 

Education 

New Rules for Sex Ed 

in California 

Boost Attendance at 

Your School 

The NEW Ed100 -- 

and how to use it 

Ed100 Parent Leader 

Guide: Better Parent 

Meeting Plans for 

2017 

What's an 

LCAP?(updated!)  

Also, just for fun... 

Ed100's first (and 

perhaps last) 

Crossword PuzzleThe 

theme is California 

education. Can you 

solve it?  

Ed100's Song about 

California Education 

Reform (oh yes, we 

did!)  
 

Follow Ed100 

    

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=voucher
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Friedman
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/win
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/world-class
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/world-class
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/Getting-Along
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/Getting-Along
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/sex-education
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/sex-education
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/Attendance-Success
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/Attendance-Success
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/New-And-Improved
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/New-And-Improved
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/plg-announcement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/plg-announcement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/plg-announcement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/plg-announcement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/lcap-hub
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/lcap-hub
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/crossword
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/crossword
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/crossword
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/a-musical-call-for-parent-engagement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/a-musical-call-for-parent-engagement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/blog/a-musical-call-for-parent-engagement
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://www.facebook.com/Ed100.org
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://twitter.com/Ed100_
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86055&NL=12248&N=105381&SI=6071520&URL=https://www.linkedin.com/company/ed100-org


favor with free market proponents, religious school leaders 

and think tanks.  

Vouchers also found favor with segregationists. The timing 

of Friedman's proposal coincided with the 1954 Brown v. 

Board of Education decision, which required desegregation 

of public schools. The desegregation order triggered a wave 

of white flight to private schools, which were not subject to 

the ruling. To thwart the law, some southern states began 

issuing tax-funded tuition vouchers, which were accepted at 

private segregated schools.  

School Choice Options 

Although there is lively popular support for the general idea 

of school choice, voucher programs are a very minor 

mechanism for providing it. Most private school students 

attend a school affiliated with a religion. Most state 

constitutions, including California's, prohibit the use of 

taxpayers' money to support religious-affiliated schools. 

(The extent of this prohibition is scheduled to be reviewed 

by the US Supreme Court in 2017 in Trinity Lutheran v. 

Pauley.)  

Voucher programs only exist in fifteen US States and 

Washington, D.C. Most of these programs are quite small.  

Instead of vouchers, most states and districts have opted to 

deliver school choice through non-sectarian public charter 

schools, magnet schools, and district-wide open enrollment 

lotteries. About 10% of students in California attend 

a charter school, and in this state there are significantly 

more students in charter schools than in private schools.  

Polls show that public charter schools enjoy broad public 

support. There is considerably less public support for school 

vouchers, and significant opposition to them.  

Are voucher programs successful? 

Setting all of that aside, is there evidence that voucher 

programs deliver stronger educational outcomes for 

students than regular schools or charter schools?    

The short answer is no. There have been many studies of 

voucher programs, most of them sponsored by religious 

orders or other pro-voucher organizations with a clear bias. 

Early small-scale experimental programs seemed to suggest 

almost miraculous results, but those findings have not 

survived broader examination.  
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 In 2011, the Center for Education Policyreleased a ten-year 

study of voucher outcomes, concluding "vouchers have had 

no clear positive effect on student academic achievement, 

and mixed outcomes for students overall"  

 In 2015 the National Bureau for Economic 

Research followed up with a study of similar breadth. While 

allowing that there have been cases where vouchers have 

made a positive difference for some students, the authors 

also noted evidence of negative effects. “A perhaps 

surprisingly large proportion of the most rigorous studies 

suggest that being awarded a voucher has an effect that is 

statistically indistinguishable from zero.”  

Do voucher programs hurt? 

Sometimes. A study by the Brookings Institute, On the 

Negative Effects on Vouchers, found that students in 

voucher programs in Louisiana and Indiana scored lower on 

reading and math tests than similar students who remained 

in public schools. The magnitudes of the negative impacts 

were large. Studies in Ohio also indicate negative effects.  

There seems little point in investing scarce resources and 

attention in a divisive strategy of dubious constitutionality 

without attractive evidence that it works.  

What Works?  

Evidence is piling up that in schools we get what we pay for. 

A 2016 study by the nonpartisan National Bureau of 

Economic Research examined ten years of data and found 

that sustained increases in spending in low-income school 

districts increased student achievement. How much 

improvement? According to the study, “The implied effect of 

school resources on educational achievement is large.” 

A 2016 international PISA study points to strategies that 

have been shown to improve educational outcomes:  

 Rigorous and consistent standards in ALL classrooms.  

 Investing in high quality teachers and school leaders.  

 Providing additional resources to support at-risk students 

and low performing schools.  

 Providing Early education, after 

schoolsupport, health and counselors.  
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 On-going analysis of what works and what needs to be 

improved--focusing on high need students.  

Additional research shows that giving kids a well-

rounded education that includes the arts, physical 

education, and summer school are also successful 

strategies.  

The Bottom Line  

Vouchers should not be high on the list of strategies for 

systemic educational improvement. If a voucher movement 

leads to less money for public schools, it could do real 

harm.  

What are your thoughts? Let us know at carol@ed100.org.  

 

Will your school be the lucky one? 

You can win $1,000 for your PTA while 

increasing your knowledge of key K-12 

education issues. 

Here’s how it works: For each short lesson you 

read on Ed100.org, you earn a ticket in a drawing 

for the benefit of your school’s PTA. The more 

tickets you earn, the better chance your PTA has 

to win. The next drawing is May 10! 

Sign Up to Win  

 

  

Happy reading and good luck!  

PTAs keep doing good things for kids in 2017 

Welcome to the fifth Mid-Year Membership Monday of 2017! To support you and your PTA at the mid-point 

in the 2016-2017 school year, we're back in your inbox with tips, resources and inspiration. We'll be bringing 
you these special editions through Founders Day, so be on the lookout during the Mondays ahead! Want to 

review? Check out past issues  online! 

Founders Day resources for your PTA   
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Feb. 17, 2017, is right around the corner!   

 
PTAs are getting ready for Founders Day – it’s a great way to 
reflect the value of PTA membership and how members and 
volunteers do good things for kids EVERY day! Check 
out resources for your PTA, including:   

 Founders Day/PTA Day in California Flier — Double-sided flier 
available in  English and  Spanish 

 Value of PTA Flier — Available in six languages 

 Do Good Things for Kids — JOIN PTA Flier — Available in six 
languages 

 Sample Resolution/Proclamation — Sample language for community leaders and local governments 
(  Word version) 

 Sample Media Release — Invite members of the local media to your PTA’s celebration ( Word version) 

 Sample Social-Media Posts — For Twitter and Facebook 

 Honorary Service Awards — Honor outstanding local volunteers, members and leaders on Founders Day 

 Celebration Graphics — In  large (for publications) or  small (for social media) sizes 

 Courtesy of PTA Graphics — Individual graphics highlight some of PTA’s many 
accomplishments:  general,  arts education,  child-labor laws,  immunizations,  juvenile-justice 
services,  kindergarten,  public-health service,  school-lunch program and  school safety. 

SHARE HOW YOUR PTA IS CELEBRATING!   
 

Let us know what you have planned at  communications@capta.org.   

 

Health-related events are great opportunities to 
build family engagement -- and membership   

Take advantage of New Year health resolutions -- 
and create new membership opportunities-- by 
hosting a health fair or related family event. 
Hosting a health event allows your PTA to share 
helpful health information by:   

 Promoting good health and emphasizing the 
practice of good health habits   

 Providing screening services for your school and 
community (and follow-up when screenings 
indicate further testing is required)   

 Utilizing health-care professionals to identify 
potential health-related problems that can be 
eliminated or prevented from becoming serious if 
properly treated   

 Providing your community with a variety of health-
education information and resources, 
including  resources from California State PTA   

 Connecting with health organizations and agencies in your community 

 Sharing great family-friendly health information and materials from  ALL IN for Health and the Via Heart 
Project.   

A health event is an invaluable service to your school and community and can be an exciting and rewarding 
experience for everyone! Don't forget to set up a PTA membership table as well and talk with parents and 
families about all the great work your PTA is doing to help keep students healthy and ready to learn.   
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Membership challenges keep the excitement going 

Building your PTA membership can really pay off 
for your school. Not only will your PTA have the 
support of parents and families, but your PTA 
could qualify for awesome membership 
challenge incentives:   

 NEW FOR 2017: Mid-Year Membership 
Challenge -- Resolve to “do good things for kids” in 
2017 by adding 17 new members to your local 
PTA! 

 Do Good Things for Your PTA Membership -- 

Complete at least seven strategies — three 
required and four optional — and your PTA will 
receive an exclusive ribbon at convention, 
receive a mention on California State PTA’s 
website and qualify for a chance to win some money for your PTA. 

DO GOOD THINGS FOR YOUR PTA MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE -- YOU'VE GOT OPTIONS!   

When it comes to the Do Good Things for Your PTA Membership challenge, there are a total of 12 optional 
strategies for your PTA to choose four from -- all geared to strengthen your PTA and school community! For 
instance, Option 5 simply asks, "Did my PTA post and share 'Join PTA' messages on our 
Facebook/Twitter/Instagram page?" If your PTA has done that activity, check it off when you enter this 

incentive challenge! See all 12 options and  learn more. 

 

Members and volunteers share why 
they LOVE being part of PTA! 

Got a PTA story? California State PTA wants to hear it --  and share it!   

 Otis Cross – “I truly feel that PTA is where I need to be. I see the importance of the 

PTA, and it’s all about being an advocate for kids and opening the doors for them. 
PTA is the vehicle that can bring families, teachers, principals and everyone 
together.” 

 Darrell Hrabik – “I’m passionate about getting more dads and men involvedin the 

PTA. We have the power as PTA to advocate for our kids.” 

 Derick Boerner – “It is important to me that all children are represented fairly – that is 

why I stay a member of PTA. I’m interested in looking at and making sure children’s 
needs are met every portion of society, and that all children receive equal treatment 
and fair representation within our education system.” 

Now we want to hear from you – share your PTA story with us! 
  

 

 

Please keep in mind  
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