
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA PRESIDENT: 
 

Dear PTA Friends, 

 

What an amazing fun filled PTA week it has been!  I am very excited to share some of the 

happenings. 

 

Last Tuesday evening Council VP of Programs and Education Stephanie Shintaku introduced the 

2016-2017 winning Reflections artists to the Board of Education.  The board room was 

overflowing with students, parents, and proud Principals who came out to celebrate the arts and 

the importance of the role that the PTA Reflections program plays in a young student's life. 

Student Reflections winner Luke Sterling addressed the Board of Education and shared that his 

"favorite part of the Reflections contest is that you don't have to have good grades or be in 

special classes, you just have to want to enter".  That same evening, Wilson Middle School 

celebrated Founders Day.  Special thanks to Council VP Kara Sergile for attending Wilson's 

event. 

 

On Thursday evening College View School hosted their Founders Day with dinner catered by 

Seasoning Alley in Montrose, guest speakers and dancers from Revolution Dance Studio.  Clark 

Magnet's Founders Day was themed, "Bee Kind".  PTA President Patty Flanagan hosted a 

colorful celebration of HSA winners and Reflections Artists.  Additionally, they showcased a 

screening of Clark Senior Austin Borusciewicz's award winning Reflections film.  Rosemont 

Middle School hosted one of the largest and best attended Founders Day events I have every 

attended. PTA President Rebecca Harvey, an HSA recipient that evening, shared that over 130 

people were in attendance. Dinner and treats of all persuasions were served and Reflections 

Chair Sarah Rush created a fantastic slide show and gallery display of the site's award winning 

entrees.   

 

On Saturday the Founders Day festivities began with a luncheon at Fresco Restaurant in 

Glendale.  Glenoaks Elementary School's Principal Dan DiMundo and his PTA truly paid tribute 

to Glenoaks' deep rooted commitment to PTA.  I was particularly moved by PTA President 

Jenny Freudenberg's "Historian Table" showcasing the rich and colorful tapestry of Glenoaks 

PTA over the years.  We hope to have Jenny share details about their "Historian Table" with us 

at the next Association meeting.  

 

First District PTA held its Reflections Recognitions and Reception on Saturday afternoon at 

Baldwin Stocker Elementary School.  Council VP of Programs and Education Stephanie 

Shintaku and I joined  First District President Michelle Hurst and First District Reflections Chair 

Lynn Miyamoto in celebrating  our Glendale students who advanced.  Students were showcased 

by category and age division and were photographed with their peers from districts 

encompassing Burbank to Pomona. 

 

Looking ahead, this week we look forward to continuing Founders Day celebrations at CVHS, 

R.D. White, and Keppel Elementary.  Units, if you have not already done so, please remember to 

send Council invitations to your Founders Day events.  We would love to join you and share in 

your festivities as much as we possibly can. 



 

This Wednesday is the LCAP meeting.  Please make every effort to join the LCAP Committee in 

the Board Room of the GUSD Offices from 5:30PM- 7:30PM.  Dinner will be served and there 

will be childcare and translation available.  Understanding our Board Priorities and Goals is 

critical.  I urge you to ask representatives from your site to join you in attending this important 

meeting.   Also, please invite representatives from your School Site Councils to join you.  I look 

forward to seeing you all there! 

 

In your service I remain. 

 

 

Neda Farhoumand 

President 

 
GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA 
223 N. Jackson Street 
Glendale, CA 91206 
818-241-3111, ext. 1489, 1494 
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 SMARTS,  Parents for the Arts Network is California State PTA's program to encourage arts education. 
Please spread the word about the benefits of arts education for all of California's K-12 students. 

 

Para leer este en español, haga clic  aqui. 

PTA arts convenings bring advocates together 

Such an energetic turnout 
for the February 21 Inland 
Empire PTA Arts Convening -- 
thanks to everyone who 
attended! And don't forget -- 
we're bringing this  free event 
to the Bay Area March 10. We'll 
see you there! For more 
information on these events, or 
to register, please 
contact arts@capta.org. 
Bay Area PTA Arts 
Convening   
Friday, March 10   
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Lunch Provided)   
San Jose Museum of Art   
110 S. Market St., San Jose, Calif. 95110 

 

http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6D179F6&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
mailto:arts@capta.org


 

 

  

Arts integration equals student success 

Check out this great story from  Education Week about Antoinette Pippin, a fifth-
grade teacher at the Los Angeles Dr. Theodore T. Alexander Junior Science 
Center School (Tenth District PTA). Utilizing artwork to learn about sustainable 
ecosystems, students compare and contrast scientific and artistic characteristics to 
research, share -- and more! 

 

Click to see video and article. 
 

  

California State PTA convention features arts-
education focus 

http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA6FBE&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA6432&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1


Join us in San Jose April 28 - 30 -- registration opens March 

1 at capta.org!   
 
There's nothing like the California State PTA Annual 
Convention: the largest parent-teacher event in the 
nation. And this year's event is putting the spotlight on 
arts education for  all children!   
 
In addition to participating in arts workshops and 
networking with advocates from across the state, 
participants will celebrate the accomplishments of 
PTA  Reflections Art Program student-honorees from 
across the state.   
 
Plus you can take part in the California State PTA and 
the Hewlett Foundation's Family Art Experience. This 
exciting event will showcase research-based strategies 
to engage families and build awareness about the 
relevance of the arts in increasing student achievement: 

 Learn about the importance of arts education for your child and all children 
 Find out how arts education impacts California’s economy and jobs – and our 

children’s future 
 Get hands-on training on engagement activities to share with your PTA and school 

community 
 Take home a FREE Family Art Program-in-a-Box so you can bring a family arts 

night to your school community. 

Registration opens March 1 -- learn more and get ready at  capta.org! 

 

  

More arts-ed facts to help our advocacy 

For more than a century, PTA has advocated 
for quality arts education for every child. Here 
are five more facts to help make the case for 
arts education in your school and district: 

 Nine out of 10 parents surveyed opposed 
cuts to the arts in our schools, yet many 
policy makers seem tone-deaf to this critical 
part of educating our children. 

 Experts estimate that, out of a class of 30 
students, up to 10 will someday be employed 
in an arts-related occupation 

 Nationally, the nonprofit arts and culture industry generates $166.2 billion in 
economic activity every year. 

 

http://capta.org/
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA71D8&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA71B8&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA6435&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1


 The not-for-profit arts and culture industry generates 5.7 million U.S. jobs every 
year. 

 About 86 percent of artists vote, in comparison with about 60 percent of all 
Americans. 

Be sure to share your favorite arts-education facts with us so we can share them, 
too! Send them to arts@capta.org to spread the word. 

  

Spread the word: Free news and resources in your inbox 

Our  SMARTS Parents for the Arts newsletter is just one of the many ways California 
State PTA helps keep parents, educators and community members informed and 
engaged on issues affecting our children. Learn more about the issues that matter 
most to you by subscribing to our other   free email updates -- and spread the word! 

Non-PTA Group Misleading Residents and Voters   

During the last statewide election and now in the Los Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD) special election, a group called the "Parent Teacher Alliance Political Action 
Committee" -- run by the California Charter Schools Association Independent 
Expenditure Campaign (PAC) -- continues to capitalize on PTA's trademark and 
reputation to run a political campaign that is misleading residents and voters. 
California State PTA has been diligently working alongside National PTA to ensure 
this matter is resolved to protect our respected name and reputation. National PTA 
President Laura Bay commented on the confusing and harmful situation:   
 
“National PTA sent a letter to the California Charter Schools Association notifying the 
group of the Parent Teacher Alliance’s use of National PTA’s PTA trademark and the 
confusingly similar Parent Teacher Alliance name, false advertising and deceptive 
practices and demanding that the Parent Teacher Alliance cease all use of the PTA 
mark and the Parent Teacher Alliance name. 
“The Parent Teacher Alliance is campaigning for candidates for the school board in 
the Los Angeles Unified School District and has been using PTA’s trademark and 
capitalizing on PTA’s reputation to secure support for its candidates. National PTA 
and its constituent associations have no affiliation, connection or association with the 
Parent Teacher Alliance. The services offered and campaigns made by the Parent 
Teacher Alliance did not originate with and are not sponsored nor approved by 
National PTA (or California State PTA). 
“PTA is a nonpartisan association. As such, National PTA and its constituent 
associations never comment on, endorse nor support candidates for office. As 
it has for 120 years, PTA remains committed to engaging and empowering 
families and communities to speak up for all children and take action to make a 
difference for the education, health, safety and well-being of every child."   
HOW YOU CAN RESPOND AND TAKE ACTION   

 Download  talking points you can use locally when speaking with members and 
community leaders 

mailto:arts@capta.org
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6CA643D&e=AB5B8D&c=4592C&t=0&l=213E7657&email=0s2t4GZ3hGnAcz0jktA77XnlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6D0ABA8&e=AC30E5&c=4592C&t=1&l=17C21788&email=IXeIl3bnkhi4ttVelFhG0FChLVqEDDIg&seq=1


 View  statements from California State PTA on this topic 
 If you or other PTA members receive information or obtain written fliers and other 

materials causing confusion between California State PTA and the Parent Teacher 
Alliance, please contact California State PTA Executive Director Sherry Skelly Griffith 
at  sgriffith@capta.org or (916) 440-1985.   

 

 

    

  

  

California's New School Dashboard 

 

New and Important 

In 2017, California's Department of Education is rolling out a 

new way of reporting how schools and school districts are 

doing: The "California School Dashboard." 

It is NOT a single grade or rating. Instead, it is a collection 

of "indicators" -- a bit like the dashboard of a car. On most 

car dashboards, a light turns on when there might be a 

problem. To find out more, you have to look into it. 

Sometimes you have to pop the hood and pull out the 

owner's manual because, well, cars are complicated. So are 

schools. 

What will it do? 

The Dashboard summarizes how well your school is doing 

in multiple ways, which we will explore in a series of 

upcoming posts. The Dashboard is useful for school district 

leaders, school board members, and PTA leaders because it 

can help spot patterns not just within individual schools, but 

  Win $1,000 for your PTA 

The next drawing is  

May 10  

 

Learn More  

 

Did you miss these 

recent posts from 

Ed100? 

Flush with Cash 

Vouchers: The Right 

Choice? 

Are America's Schools 

World Class? 

Bullying and Special 

Education 

New Rules for Sex Ed 

in California 

Boost Attendance at 

Your School 

The NEW Ed100 -- 

and how to use it 

Ed100 Parent Leader 

Guide: Better Parent 

Meeting Plans for 

2017 
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across groups of schools. It also provides some information 

about whether conditions are improving or not. 

Let's start with some basics.  

The Dashboard will use color-coded performance indicators 

in five levels. Some colors are more common than others. 

(The labels are unofficial. Officially they are just colors, 

period.) 

 
Not every indicator on the Dashboard will use all the colors. 

But you get the idea: 

 Red isn't good. It demands attention. It's also relatively 

uncommon.  

 Orange is better than red.  

 Yellow is average-ish. It is a wide performance band that 

can cover a lot of cases. Expect to see a lot of it.  

 Green indicates good news.  

 Blue is "cool." It's extra good. Even better than green.  

In Dashboard reports, icons will accompany the five colors. 

This will allow reports to be printed in black and white. Even 

if you can't see the color, you will know the performance 

level by the shapes, which will become familiar with use. 

They'll look something like this: 

 
The indicators on the dashboard are meant to direct 

attention where it might be needed, so that you will take a 

closer look and figure out what to do about it. 

Why the California School Dashboard Exists 

From the outside, it's hard to know what's going on within 

districts and schools. But parents need trustworthy 

information about schools to make good choices for their 

kids. Voters want good information to know that schools 

are working. School leaders need information to help them 

improve. 

Until 2014, California schools were rated using a single 

score, the Academic Performance Index (API), based 

What's an 

LCAP?(updated!)  

Also, just for fun... 

Ed100's first (and 

perhaps last) 

Crossword PuzzleThe 

theme is California 

education. Can you 

solve it?  

Ed100's Song about 

California Education 

Reform (oh yes, we 

did!)  
 

Follow Ed100 

    

 

Please let your 

friends know about 

Ed100 

It makes for great 

conversation 
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exclusively on test scores. The API system is gone. In its 

place, the Dashboard will provide multiple indicators of 

school performance and improvement. These indicators are 

designed to provide information related to the 

eight priorities that school districts must address in their 

Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP). 

Key Dashboard Concept: Performance 

Several of the indicators share an important similarity: they 

are meant to show "Performance" rather than just their 

current status What's the difference? 

Performance is Status adjusted for Change 

"Performance" blends how things are ("status") with how 

they are changing. For example, an average graduation rate 

maintained over several years results in a typical (yellow) 

performance report. A very high graduation rate that 

sharply decreases to average shows a more troubling 

performance report. When the dashboard draws your 

attention, it's an invitation to dig deeper. 

Subgroups 

Digging deeper often means looking beyond simple 

averages. The Dashboard can present a big-picture 

summary of performance in schools and districts... but it 

often makes sense to focus on "subgroups" to make sure all 

students are getting the attention and support they need. 

For example, schools often look at test scores by grade 

level, gender, ethnicity, and parents' economic status. 

School districts need to know if they are successfully 

educating students in foster care, or learning English, or 

with special education needs. The Dashboard can show 

these views. 

Coming Soon 

The California School Dashboard is a work in progress. It's 

also a big, complex topic, so we're serving it in courses. This 

one was your appetizer. As the plans for specific indicators 

firm up, we will provide more information about them. Too 

hungry to wait? Watch this briefing by Ed100 contributor 

Mary Perry for the California State PTA. The plans aren't 

fully cooked, but Mary gives you a tour of the kitchen. 

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=86306&NL=12248&N=105659&SI=6071520&URL=http://sedn.senate.ca.gov/sites/sedn.senate.ca.gov/files/state_and_local_indicators_-_tab_2.pdf
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Mary Perry and Carol Kocivar contributed to this post. 

 

What are your thoughts on the new dashboard? Send me a 

note at jeff@ed100.org.  

  

Will your school be the lucky one? 

You can win $1,000 for your PTA while 

increasing your knowledge of key K-12 

education issues. 

Here’s how it works: For each short lesson you 

read on Ed100.org, you earn a ticket in a drawing 

for the benefit of your school’s PTA. The more 

tickets you earn, the better chance your PTA has 

to win. The next drawing is May 10! 

Sign Up to Win  
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