
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA PRESIDENT: 
 

Dear PTA Friends,  

 

The holiday season is upon us! The next two school weeks will be busy with all sorts of 

festivities and happenings across our district and on our campuses! 

 

I begin my week by attending the First District Holiday Luncheon at the Sheraton Fairplex in 

Pomona.  This annual event is a festive way First district PTA brings its leaders from Pomona to 

Burbank together to celebrate the holiday season and the good work our PTA's across our portion 

of the state are doing.  I am particularly proud to represent Glendale Council PTA for our 

reputation as a passionate district with volunteers who give generously and tirelessly precedes 

us.  Thank you again to units that sent in a fragrance for the gift basket.  I think the attendees will 

love what we have put together for them!  Monday evening, I also have the privilege of 

representing our Council at the Foothill YMCA, at the Glendale High School PTSA Cluster 

Holiday Meeting, and lastly, I add my "parent" hat as I join my CVHS PTSA Executive Board 

for our holiday gathering.  Not bad for a Monday!  

I have received numerous invitation from you to attend your holiday events in the coming day.  I 

assure you that I will make every effort to attend as many of the events as possible!  Thank you 

all in advance for your grace and hospitality.   

 

On Tuesday, I sit on the interview panel for the second round of interviews in the search for 

GUSD's next Chief Business Officer.  It is the board's hope to have a new CBO in place at the 

start of the new year.  Unfortunately, it has been difficult finding qualified candidates willing to 

make the transition to a new district mid-year.  That said, I am optimistic that the district will do 

its due diligence in hiring a supremely qualified individual for this most important position.  

 

Principal for a Day is Wednesday, December 7...about 30 community and business leaders will 

each partner with a GUSD school and shadow a Principal, experiencing first hand what it takes 

to run a school for a day.  This year, I have been invited to serve as Principal for a Day at 

Franklin Elementary School.  I am particularly excited and look forward to working with Dr. 

Atikian,  PTA President Scott Silver and our PTA leaders at Franklin for what promises to be an 

amazing day!   

 

Wednesday December 7th is also LCAP day!  Please come out for this week's LCAP meeting at 

6:30pm in the GUSD Boardroom.  Dinner will be catered and child care provided.  This week 

the agenda states that they want to narrow the priorities discussed in years past and selected as 

most important from 7 to possibly 3.  Frankly, this makes absolutely no sense to me.  The 

committee collaborated for three years and spent countless hours early in the process to come up 

what the stakeholders felt were the most important priorities.  To suggest that we can/should 

eliminate four of them seems arbitrary and capricious.  I strongly suggest that you come 

forward this Wednesday evening and let your voice be heard.  Bring family members from 

your units! 
Also, there will be a decision made on whether or not to return the three remaining meeting times 

to an earlier time of day.  Earlier meeting times make parent engagement virtually 

impossible.  If you want your voice to be heard and you want to provide stakeholder 



feedback you must insist that the meeting times remain accessible to the majority of the 

parents.   
 

Please remember that this Saturday is the 59th Annual Hoover High School Tour of 

Homes.  Please come out between 10am -4pm and view this years spectacular homes.  Proceeds 

from ticket sales will go toward the Hoover HS Scholarship Fund.  I will be pouring tea for 

guests on Saturday morning and look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Please take some time to make sure your unit are in good standing.  We have some units out of 

compliance at this time that are working to remedy their accounts and bring things up to 

date.  Remember, membership has it's perks. For your units to be in good standing your by-laws 

must be current, paperwork completed, and all remittences turned in.  When in doubt, 

ask!  Council is at your service and happy to help! 

 

Lastly, I am in need of 5 PTA Presidents interested in serving as mentors for the Character and 

Ethics Project Youth Leadership Conference, taking place Friday January 27th from 8-1:30pm at 

Glendale Community College. There will a fabulous keynote speaker and panel 

discussions.  You will serve as a mentor for high school students from Glendale, Burbank, and 

La Canada aspiring to imagine life beyond graduation.  It is an incredibly rewarding experience. 

Breakfast, lunch, and parking will be provided.  Please email me directly if you are interested.  I 

will select the first five name I hear from. 

 

Wishing you all continued good health in this busy season. 

 

In your service, I remain. 

 

 

--  

Neda Farhoumand 

President 

 
GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA 
223 N. Jackson Street 
Glendale, CA 91206 
818-241-3111, ext. 1489, 1494 
 

 

  



 

 

  

  

 

Harsh words. Smart Responses 

 

We’ve all been there. And so have our kids. Someone says something really 

offensive.  

 “Retard.”  

 “Fatso.”  

 “So gay.”  

 “Go back to your own country.”  

Hurtful words and hurtful thoughts. How do we help children understand that 

words can hurt? How can we help our schools become more inclusive?  

This month, in addition to celebrating National Fritters Day, you can learn 

how to help improve your school during National Special Education 

Day and Inclusive Schools Week 

A Little Background: Special Education Day 

Dec. 2 celebrates the signing of the first federal special education law in 1975. 

It may seem hard to believe, but before this law very few children with 

disabilities went to public school. The Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA) changed that. Today, more than 6.5 million children receive special 

education services in the US. In California, it is about 10 percent of students, 

some 680,000 children.  

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-fritters-day-december-2/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3886
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3886
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://inclusiveschools.org/inclusive-schools-week/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.specialednews.com/the-history-of-special-education-in-the-united-states.htm
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/lessons/specialneeds
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://ed100.org


Odds are, you probably don’t know a lot about special education. It’s pretty 

darn complicated. In the spirit of Special Education Day, we’ve selected some 

guides to help you with the basics. (You’re welcome.)  

 What is Special Education?  

 Why Not Teach All Kids Alike? 

One thing you should know is that bullying is especially hard on children with 

special needs. One study indicates that 60 per cent of students with 

disabilities report being bullied regularly compared to 25 per cent of all 

students. And yes, there there are things schools can do to help.  

 Look into creating a “Peer Advocacy” program at your school.  

 Share this special needs bullying Tip Sheet.  

 Work with your PTA or parent group to learn more about the special needs of 

students (and their parents), including outreach to include all parents in 

decisions at your school.  

Inclusive Schools Week  Dec. 5-9, 2016 

This is one more chance to support students at your school. Think of it as the 

opportunity to help kids understand why “So Gay” and “Go Back to Your Own 

Country” are harmful to the entire school community. Here are ideas your 

school might want to adopt from Inclusive Schools:  

 Establish a “Five Minutes for Friendship” ritual each day. Have students pair 

up with classmates on a rotating basis. Provide a topic for the pair to discuss 

for five minutes. Ask a few pairs to share their conversation with the class.  

 Display student artwork and projects around the school. Projects might 

include “what makes me special” essays, name histories, or family trees.  

 Ask students to write about a time that they didn’t feel included in a group. 

Talk about how it made them feel. Ask them how their experiences relate to 

anyone who is perceived as different and what challenges they might face in 

a school setting.  

 Read and discuss poetry that focuses on creating and maintaining unity 

among different groups of people.  

Facing History and Ourselves can help help older students understand racism, 

religious intolerance and prejudice by relating history to their own lives. 

December is the time to raise awareness. Put your plan into action 

throughout the school year. You can find lots more Celebration ideas here. 

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.parentcenterhub.org/repository/lg1/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=https://ed100.org/lessons/specialneeds
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.pacer.org/bullying/resources/students-with-disabilities/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.pacer.org/bullying/classroom/pdf/PeerAdvocacyGuide.pdf
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=https://www.stopbullying.gov/at-risk/groups/special-needs/bullyingtipsheet.pdf
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3886
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://inclusiveschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-Celebration-Activities-for-ISW.pdf
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://inclusiveschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-Celebration-Activities-for-ISW.pdf
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://inclusiveschools.org
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://inclusiveschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-Celebration-Activities-for-ISW.pdf


How does your school help children understand that words hurt? What are 

parents doing to make your school more inclusive? Let us know so we can 

share with all of our Ed100 readers.  

Just send us a note at Carol@ed100.org. 

Will your school be the lucky one? 

You can win $1,000 for your PTA while increasing your knowledge of 

key K-12 education issues. 

Here’s how it works: For each short lesson you read on Ed100.org, you earn 

a ticket in a drawing for the benefit of your school’s PTA. The more tickets 

you earn, the better chance your PTA has to win. The next drawing is May 10! 

Sign Up to Win  

 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
November 29, 2016   

 

 

 

Para leer este en español, haga clic  aqui.   
    

Every child,  one voice: PTA stands for all children  
 
Dear PTA leaders:   
Engaging families in schools isn’t 
just my profession -- it’s my 
passion. I’ve worked for many 
years helping children with 
learning disabilities, foster youth 
and migrant families, and I’ve seen 
the difference our schools and our 
PTAs make for these vulnerable 
children and communities. 
Following our recent national 
election, many of the very same 
families and children I work with 
each day are feeling worried, uncertain – and even, I’m sorry to say, scared. I hear 
their voices and see news reports of increased bullying in our schools and 
neighborhoods. 

 

mailto:Carol@ed100.org
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://ed100.org/
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://ed100.org
http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=591&ID=85428&NL=12248&N=104580&SI=6071520&URL=http://ed100.org/
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69EC787&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69C9BB7&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1


All our children deserve to feel safe, respected and valued. They depend on us 
–  all of us – for their education, health and well-being. And I – just like you – take 
this mission seriously. 
Please take a moment to review California State PTA’s powerful position 
statements on  inclusion and diversity,  services for children of undocumented 
immigrants, and  student records to share with your school community. Be sure to 
use these helpful tools below from National PTA to take a stand against bullying 
anytime, anywhere. And know that what you are doing makes a difference for our 
children, families and communities. 
Everyone is part of the PTA family. I deeply thank you for being a part of it, too. 
With gratitude,   

  
  
  
Justine Fischer   

California State PTA President   

 National PTA Connect for Respect Toolkit 
 How to Tell When Your Child Is Struggling Emotionally 

 Every Child in Focus 

 National PTA Resolution Against Bullying 

 California State PTA Position Statements   
 California State PTA Resolutions.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    

November 30, 2016   
 

 

 

Webinar: Midyear membership tips and tools   

Join us as we share ideas, outreach and best practices!   

 

PTA membership is year 'round -- here's a great opportunity for PTA unit, district and 
council presidents and membership officers to review membership basics and share 
helpful tips, hints and inspiration that you can put into practice  right now.   
 
This free, interactive webinar will look at where we stand,  incentives and 
challenges -- including a new mid-year membership challenge -- calendars, tools and 
more as we "DO GOOD THINGS FOR KIDS" all year long! 

http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69C9CEA&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CD2AA&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CD2AA&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CD2AB&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CA1A0&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CA1A1&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CA1A2&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CA1A3&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CD2AD&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=69CD2AE&e=A5A1C7&c=4592C&t=0&l=22823613&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6A180DE&e=A64436&c=4592C&t=0&l=222CA563&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6A180DE&e=A64436&c=4592C&t=0&l=222CA563&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1
http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6A180DD&e=A64436&c=4592C&t=0&l=222CA563&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1


 
Wednesday, December 7, 7-8 p.m.   

 

 
Presented by:   

 

 

 

 

 

http://capta.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6A180DF&e=A64436&c=4592C&t=0&l=222CA563&email=VeWj95xOvQb6l0ZRgXrLuv0Tr3ZeuqPH&seq=1

