
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR GLENDALE COUNCIL PTA PRESIDENT: 
 

Dear PTA Friends, 

 

A big thank you to all of you for putting on a fantastic week of programs last week to 

commemorate Red Ribbon.  While our messaging and awareness campaigns are ongoing 

yearround, the heightened awareness of the importance of drug and alcohol abuse prevention 

during Red Ribbon week along with age appropriate assemblies, activities, and games make 

delivering the message a bit more engaging and fun.   

 

Reflections has wrapped up!  Council has your first place winning entries.  Stay tuned for 

updates from VP of Programs Stephanie Shintaku on exciting next steps as we move forward to 

Council judging!  In the meantime, please remember to email your Reflections Award 

Presentation dates so that Council can send a representative to share in the festivities! 

 

Last week hundreds came out to the La Canada Unified School District Administrative Office to 

attend the first public hearing regarding the proposed territory transfer.  The area in question is 

often referred to as "Sage Brush". The term "Sage Brush" is not how we should identify students 

and their families living in the area.  Students attending GUSD schools are all our students.   

The County Office of Education will be holding the second hearing this Wednesday November 

2, 2016 at 6:30pm at Crescenta Valley High School in the Auditorium.  It is of utmost 

importance that you attend this important community meeting in order to better educate 

yourselves on the matter and to listen to testimony from stakeholders representing both 

sides.  Further, please encourage members of your school site community to attend.  Remember 

that you should not take a position on the matter as a PTA leader, only request that they attend 

for the purpose of better informing themselves of the critically impactful decision that looms 

over head.  You may choose to fill out a card and share your perspective as a parent, but cannot 

speak representing PTA.  PTA is committed to representing all students.  Our parent base must 

be provided information and access to ensure that they are afforded every opportunity to educate 

themselves on the matter and be heard.  The very best way to know what is going on is to be 

present and hear first hand the concerns of fellow stakeholders.  Wednesday evening's meeting 

will be the final opportunity our community has to be heard before a decision is made that will 

undoubtedly impact members of the Glendale Unified School District community at large.  The 

transfer of the territory in question will affect all residents living within GUSD, whether they are 

living in Glendale, La Canada, LA Crescenta, or Montrose.  Property values and tax dollars are 

not at the heart of what concerns us as PTA leaders.  Our collective concern is the well being of 

our students.  PTA is not about the politics of the matter or the finances,  Our sole investiture is 

in ensuring the academic success and socio-emotional well-being of all students attending GUSD 

schools.   

 

In closing, it is with heavy heart that I share very sad news.  As many of you know, on Friday 

morning we received news of a single-car crash that occurred late Thursday evening.  Four 

Crescenta Valley High School seniors were involved in the crash.  We lost Christine Martinez, 

age 17.  My heartfelt thanks to CVHS PTSA President Laurie Dunkin for making herself 

available to the site Principal, staff, and students all day Friday and for working tirelessly to 

coordinate the Candle Light Vigil that took place on Saturday evening.  Superintendent Roberson 



and his wife Yvette joined close to 100 friends, teachers, counselors and community members in 

celebrating Christine's life with the Martinez family.  I have offered the Martinez family the 

support of Glendale Council PTA and assured them that not only are they in our thoughts and 

prayers, but that we are available to assist in there time of need and can provide meals for the 

family.  Let us all be reminded of how precious life is, and how terribly fragile we are, and how 

important it is to appreciate and show love to those around us. 

 

Wishing you all a fun and festive Halloween!   

 

In your service, I remain. 

 

--  

Neda Farhoumand 

President 

 


